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Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 8, 2023 – Epiphany 

Hymns can be found in the hymnal unless otherwise noted. 

The liturgy is Setting 10 in the ELW. 

 

PRELUDE  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

FLOWER DEDICATIONS 

 

OPENING HYMN ACS #914 – “Jesus, the Light of the World” (Printed in the back of 

the bulletin on page 9, from the “All Creation Sings” hymnal.) 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

God of life, 

you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call me to be messenger of 

your peace.  I confess that too often I hoard my joy, my resources, and my security.  

I nurture conflict and build barriers.  I neglect the needs of my neighbors and 

ignore the groaning of creation.  Have mercy on me.  Where I am self-centered, 

open my heart.  Where I am reluctant, give me courage.  Where I am cynical, restore 

my trust.  Renew me with your grace and give me again the hope of eternal life in 

you.  Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit.  In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.  Sing with joy, for all the ends of the 

earth shall know the salvation of God.  Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE #303- “BRIGHTEST AND BEST OF THE STARS” (vss. 1, 3, 4) 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 

dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 

Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 

 

What shall we give Him, in costly devotion? 

Shall we bring incense and offerings divine, 

gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine? 

 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

vainly with gifts would His favor secure; 

richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. 

Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the 

full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 60:1-6 

1

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 

you.  
2

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD 

will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  
3

Nations shall come to your 

light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
4

Lift up your eyes and look 

around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 

away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.  
5

Then you shall see 

and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea 

shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
6

A multitude of 

camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 

shall come.  They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 

the LORD. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

SECOND READING –Ephesians 3:1-12  

1

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles 

— 
2

for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given 

me for you, 
3

and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, 
4

a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 

of the mystery of Christ. 
5

In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 

Spirit: 
6

that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 

sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

7

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was 

given me by the working of his power. 
8

Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
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this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 

Christ, 
9

and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 

God who created all things; 
10

so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 

variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

places. 
11

This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, 
12

in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence 

through faith in him. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.   

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the good news according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL – Matthew 2:1-12 

1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 
2

asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 
3

When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4

and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 
5

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

 
6

'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

7

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. 
8

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage." 
9

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. 
10

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 
11

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12

And having been 
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warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 

road. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY #302 – “As with Gladness Men of Old” (Printed on page10.)  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 

church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Guide the whole church with your wisdom, revealing God. Nurture ecumenical and 

interreligious understanding around the globe, especially in places of ethnic and 

religious strife. We pray for Lutheran World Relief and other organizations that provide 

humanitarian aid, disaster relief, and health care.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Restore your glory to the earth, creating God. Protect fragile ecosystems: rain forests, 

coral reefs, wetlands, prairies, and shorelines. Guide us to treasure the rich variety of 

animals and plants that share the world with us, especially those that are endangered. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bring the nations into the way of justice and peace, righteous God. Strengthen those 

who work for human rights, equality, and the protection of the most vulnerable. We 

pray for all in public office, that they may serve with honesty and honor. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Help those who have no helper, delivering God. Rescue any who suffer from abuse, 

neglect, or exploitation. Deliver adults and children who are caught in cycles of 

poverty. Transform social systems that enable racism and discrimination of any kind. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Accompany the ministries of this congregation in the coming year, abiding God. Inspire 

those who lead worship, teach, visit, pray, administer, and serve. Keep us mindful of 

the needs of others in our communities and neighborhoods. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Reveal your promise by the witness of those who died trusting in you, redeeming God. 

Receive our thanks for their witness and faith, and guide us by their example until we 

are gathered with them into your eternal presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for 

whom we pray to the mercy of God. 

Amen. 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING – If you missed dropping your offering off in the 

plate when you arrived, there will be another plate by the ushers to leave your offering 

as you depart.  Thank you for your support. 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.  Join our hearts with 

the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration.  Strengthen us to 

share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus 

Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready. 

 

SHARING THE MEAL  

All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion.  You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive 

the sacrament.  We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 

If you require gluten-free hosts, please say “no gluten” when you approach the 

person sharing the host. 

 

The center rings of the trays provided contain grape juice for those desiring it.  Cups 

may be returned to the Acolytes’ baskets.  The Common Cup is also available.  

 

Children may come forward for a blessing, or to receive communion if they have been 

through instruction, here, or at another church. 

 

If you wish to still receive the individual communion packet (wafer on top and wine/juice 

on the bottom), please pick one up as you approach the front.  

 

If you would like the sacraments brought to you, please let the usher know.  Welcome! 

 

COMMUNION HYMN #300 - “The First Noel” (Printed on page 11.) 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING   

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in His grace.  

Amen.   

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life.  

As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace.  Make 

us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 (8 am) PRAYER FOR HOME COMMUNION MINISTRY  

Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as food, comfort, and 

strength to a sick and hurting world.  Anoint with a servant heart those who take your 

word and sacrament to our sisters and brothers in their homes, in prisons and in 

hospitals.  Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and 

blood and receive your words of new life.  May we all recognize that we have a place 

and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

SENDING HYMN #815 – “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (Printed on page 12.) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. And serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude  

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 

Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.   
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Serving you today  

in Christ’s love: 
 

Ushers 

8:00am 

Team Ringhand 

10:30 am 

Team Kvalheim 
 

Readers 

8:00 am 

Beth Erickson 

10:30 am 

Vicki Sobczak 
 

Communion Helpers 

8:00 am 

Team Legried 

10:30 am 

Team Blau 
 

Acolytes 

8:00 am 

Madison Riedel 

10:30 am 

Calendar-Week of January 8, 2023 

Sun January 8, 2023   

8:00 am  Worship Service  

9:15 am Sunday School 

9:20 am Adult Education – CR 

10:30 am Worship Service 
 

Mon January 9, 2023 

9:00 am Quilters – NK 

6:00 pm Girl Scouts Trp 8217 – NK 

6:00 pm Stephen Ministry - CR 
 

Tue January 10, 2023 

9:00 am Women’s Bible Study - FR 

10:00 am C3 – FR 

6:30 pm Boy Scouts – FH/NK/SSR 
 

Wed January 11, 2023 

6:00 pm Confirmation Class – NK 

7:00 pm Choir Practice - FR 
 

Thurs January 12, 2023 

6:00 pm Boy Scouts – FH 
 

Sat January 14, 2023 

9:30 am Stephen Ministry - CR 
 

Sun January 15, 2023  

8:00 am  Worship Service  

9:15 am Sunday School 

9:20 am Adult Education – CR 

10:30 am Worship Service 

3:00 pm Girl Scout Trp #2165 - NK 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutefisk Dinner – Food for Sale 
We still have some food to sell after the Lutefisk and Meatball dinner!  

 Lefse – small bag $3; large bag $15 

 Lutefisk – 5# bags at $30.00 per bag 

 Herring –8 oz. jar $5 

 Ocean Spray whole cranberry sauce – 14 oz. can $2 

 Hellman’s Real Mayonnaise – 64 oz. (2 qt.) jar $8 

 Folger’s Classic Roast coffee – 16 oz. can $8 

 Idahoan Real Premium Mashed Potatoes – 3.25 lb. (65 serv.) box $12 

Please call the office at 608-846-4718 for purchase. Thank you!  
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OPENING HYMN ACS #914 – From the “All Creation Sings” hymnal 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #302 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
11 

 

COMMUNION HYMN #300-  
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SENDING HYMN #815 –  

 

 


