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PRELUDE – Norwegian Fiddle Dance by Dahl
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION
Today’s altar flowers are given by Marlene Alsmo, in honor of Ken, who would have
marked his 90th birthday on April 21.
(10:30 am) ORDER OF BAPTISM ELW p.227 – CARLEY ROSE GATES
OPENING HYMN - “Joy to the World” Easter Version
Joy to the World, the Lord’s alive, Awake, rejoice and sing!
It’s just as He had said,
He’s risen from the dead.
Salvation now He brings, Salvation now He brings,
Salvation, salvation now He brings.
Joy to the Word, the empty tomb, Proclaims a victory.
Of light compelling, A great dispelling,
Of darkness in the world, of darkness in the world,
Of darkness, of darkness in the world.
Joy to the World, Our Savior reigns,
Let Heaven and earth proclaim, The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS FOR HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY
Amid the laughter and celebration of this day, it’s good that we pause and remember
that we carry burdens of sin and sorrow that need not be carried alone.
Redeeming God, with you there is always more life, more hope, more joy. Forgive
me for ever doubting to see your work in the still things, the busy things, the
darkest moment and the everyday, under-noticed times of life. Forgive me when I
balk at action, and refuse to turn on fully the tap of compassion, settling for a mere
trickle. Open me now to your love that lets me relax into life, and fill me with trust,
hope and justice. Amen.
Silence for reflection
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Within every kernel of doubt, there is a tree of life and hope. In those times when our
faith falters, when we cannot bring ourselves to see the presence of the Holy among
us, God takes our faith and transforms it, patiently showing us the many ways Christ
walks among us. Look around you: as close as your own beating heart, and in the eyes
of your nearest neighbor, grace abounds at the heart of all life. You are all God’s
children, loved without condition, live in that peace. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE - “God Bless You Merry Sinner” (to the tune of “God Rest Ye, Merry
Gentlemen”)
God bless you merry sinner,
you're forgiven it is true;
Remember Christ your Savior
has lived and died for you,
and lives again as King of Kings,
of saint and sinner, too.
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy,
peace and joy.
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy.
In Jerusalem at Calvary
that dismal Friday morn,
amid the pain and suffering
eternal life was born.
It came with arms outstretched to us,
right through the curtain torn.
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy,
peace and joy.
Oh, tidings of Easter peace and joy.
So sing an alleluia,
for our Savior's victory,
and shout to all “Hosanna!”
that we have been set free
from sin and death and devil's grip
throughout eternity.
We'll have tidings of Easter peace and joy,
peace and joy.
Glad tidings of Easter peace and joy.

From The Joyful Noise letter

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison)
Loving God, can a laughing prayer be lifted up to you this Eastertide? Can our
doubts, like Thomas’, be transformed into echoes of grace? We come today needing
to be filled with new life so we can share this incredible news of Jesus’ resurrection
from the dead with laughter on our lips and joy in our hearts. In the name of our
Risen Savior, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

2

FIRST READING – Psalm 150
1
Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!
2
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness!
3
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 4Praise him with
tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 5Praise him with clanging
cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 6Let everything that breathes praise
the LORD! Praise the LORD!
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING – Revelation 1:4-8
4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is
and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his
throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his
blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes
of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)
Hark the Herald Angel said, why seek Jesus with the dead?
He’s not here, as you can see, grave cloths lie where he would be.
On your way now, tell the others, Jesus will be with his brothers,
Sisters, too, he wants to see on the hills of Galilee,
Hark the Herald Angels said, He is risen from the dead.
This is the good news according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – John 20:19-31
19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained. 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said
to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark
of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 26A week later his disciples
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus
said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe." 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the
3

presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written so
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #369 – “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!” (Printed on
page 9.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
O Lord, giver of joy and laughter,
we thank you for giving us these gifts.
For the moments of laughter and unbridled joy you give to us:
for opportunities to laugh at ourselves,
for the belly laughs of children,
for friends and family who love us because of our quirks,
and not just in spite of them,
for artists who give us the opportunity to see the world
through the surreal,
for the courage to smile even when difficulties arise,
for those who have hope even when others think there is
no hope, for saints in the Lord who overflow with laughter and
spread your joy to all of us.
For the words of Jesus that defy our logical minds;
for teaching us that we can be born again,
for the woman who finds a lost coin and calls her
friends and neighbors to celebrate,
for the absurdity of a camel
trying to fit through the eye of a needle,
for the father of the Prodigal Son who is willing to look
like a fool as he runs to greet his son,
for the generosity of the landowner who will pay
workers a whole day’s wage when they only worked one hour,
for tiny bits of faith that can move entire mountains, and
for the reality that nothing can live unless it first dies.
For the great reversal of the Gospel:
that the last shall be made first,
that the rejected stone became the cornerstone,
that those who wish to become great must serve,
that the lost will be found,
that the small will become great,
that though you are Wisdom,
you choose to forget our sins,
that when we are weak,
your strength shines through us.
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O Lord, giver of joy and laughter,
we thank you for giving us
these gifts.
Thank you for the gift you give us
that allows us to enjoy these things to the full.
We can laugh because of the most amazing thing of all –
that you conquered death,
that the tomb is empty,
that light shone so bright
that it overcame the darkness.
Amen.
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION - In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, He
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
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From The Joyful Noise letter

SHARING THE MEAL
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive
the sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ.
If you require gluten-free hosts, please say “no gluten” when you approach the
person sharing the host.
The center rings of the trays provided contain grape juice for those desiring it. Cups
may be returned to the Acolytes’ baskets. The Common Cup is also available.
Children may come forward for a blessing or to receive communion if they have been
through instruction, here, or at another church.
If you wish to still receive the individual communion packet (wafer on top and wine/juice
on the bottom), please pick one up as you approach the front .
If you would like the sacraments brought to you, please let the usher know. Welcome!
SHARING HYMN

COMMUNION HYMN #376 - “Thine Is the Glory” (Printed on page 10.)
PASTORAL BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)
Holy God, your laugh echoes through the world. We have responded to your
invitation to join in the Banquet. Here we have eaten and drank, we have tasted
your goodness. May the joy we find in this meal together lift up our hearts that we
may carry your laughter to the world around us. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #836 - “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (Printed on page 11.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE – Improv on ‘Hymn to Joy’
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 2020, Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Serving you today
in Christ’s love:
Acolytes
8:00am
Brad Powers
Aubrey Feldman
10:30am
Isabelle Emerson
Ushers
8:00am
Team Campbell
10:30am
Team Reigstad
Readers
8:00am
Scott Stenberg
10:30am
Vicki Sobczak

Easter Breakfast Thank You!
A hearty note of thanks goes out to everyone who
helped with the Easter Breakfast. We appreciate all
those who donated food, and volunteered their time
to serve and decorate. The fellowship was enjoyed
by all who attended.

New Summer Worship Hours
Sundays — 9:00 am, one service
Starting May 22nd through Labor Day weekend

Town Hall Meeting
May 22nd Following the 9am service.
All are Welcome!

A History of Holy Humor Sunday
Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in
the early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations of Jesus'
resurrection on the Sunday after Easter. For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic
and Protestant countries, the week following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday"
(the Sunday after Easter), was observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter"
with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection.
Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, drenched each other
with water, told jokes, sang, and danced. The custom was rooted in the musings of
early church theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that
God played a practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus
paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it. In 1988 the Fellowship of
Merry Christians began encouraging churches and prayer groups to resurrect Bright
Sunday celebrations and call it "Holy Humor Sunday," with the theme: "Jesus is the LIFE
of the party." Many churches from different traditions responded enthusiastically.
Holy Humor Sunday services are bringing back large crowds to churches on a Sunday
when church attendance typically drops dramatically.
If you Google “Holy Humor Sunday” on the Internet, you’ll be amazed at how
widespread Holy Humor Sunday celebrations on the Sunday after Easter have become
among churches of all traditions. It’s clearly a movement of the Holy Spirit to shore up
belief in the resurrection of Jesus. Both the religious and secular press are now
reporting on this phenomenon.
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Lutheran Laughter

Sonia C. Solomonson, managing editor of The Lutheran, wrote a splendid article titled
“Two Parts Faith, One Part Humor” in the magazine’s April 2019 issue, reporting on
how some Lutheran congregations are observing Holy Humor Sunday.
For instance, Pastor Jim Arends of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in La Crescent, MN,
said, “This gives us a chance to celebrate the joy of Easter in a fun way a week after
we’ve celebrated it in a glorious way… We don’t celebrate this to increase attendance
but it has had that effect. She concluded: “so who says we can’t laugh and celebrate in
our places of worship? We can find a way to mix faith and humor, stir it into our lives,
and let it simmer into a rich stew that will feed all those around us.”

Communion Cards
Please remember to fill out a communion card once a month for our records. The cards
can be found in the pew by the hymnals. Thank you!
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HYMN OF THE DAY #369 –

Last Days of Sunday School and Adult Education
The last day of Sunday School for this Spring will be on May 1st, at 9:15 am. The last
day for Adult Education is May 15th, at 9:20 am.
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COMMUNION HYMN #376 -
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SENDING HYMN #836 -
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From The Joyful Noise letter
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