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December 26, 2021 - 12 Days of Christmas

Note: All hymns are printed in the back of the bulletin.
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTRODUCTION
Do French hens, gold rings, and milking maids have anything to do with the Christian
faith? Is it possible that a fun and rollicking Christmas carol might have a deeper, hidden
message? What is the real meaning behind The Twelve Days of Christmas? In the 16th
century, England proclaimed an official state church, and any other religious teaching
was strictly prohibited. So for the next three centuries, those who refused to join the
state church developed creative ways to teach children their beliefs. One popular method
was to use lyrics and song. In the song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is contained
secret Christian symbols about a generous benefactor who loved to give. This song could
be freely sung without ever using God’s name because “my true love” refers to God. So
come along and discover for yourself how things are not always as they seem. See how
an old familiar carol overflows with rich spiritual significance.
We are worshipping today on the first day of the 12 days of Christmas. They begin on
Dec. 26th and end on the 5th of Jan. The 6th of January, then, is the day of the Epiphany,
which we celebrate as the coming of the wise men to Bethlehem searching for the child.
(From The Story Behind the Song: The Real 12 Days of Christmas by Helen Haidle)
OPENING HYMN WOV #638– “Holy Child within the Manger” (Printed below.)
1.

Holy Child within the manger,
long ago yet ever near;
come as friend to ev’ry stranger,
come as hope for ev’ry fear.
As you lived to heal the broken,
greet the outcast, free the bound,
as you taught us love unspoken,
teach us now where you are found.

2.

Once again we tell the story-how your love for us was shown,
when the image of your glory
wore an image like our own.
Come, enlighten with your wisdom,
come and fill us with your grace.
May the fire of your compassion
kindle ev’ry land and race.
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3.

Holy Child within the manger,
lead us ever in your way,
so we see in ev’ry stranger
how you come to us today.
In our lives and in our living
give us strength to live as you,
that our hearts might be forgiving
and our spirits strong and true.

OPENING LITANY
L:
The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.
C:
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
L:
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
C:
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
L:
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.
C:
In Him was life, and life was the light of all people.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together:
O God, our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world
with your beloved Son. By your Spirit, comfort us in all darkness and turn us toward
the light of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
HYMN – “Emmanuel” Kelly, Kari, and Linda Capener

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
THE FIRST DAY OF CHRISTMAS
JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD
For the First Day of Christmas, the partridge in the pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. Jesus, in the song, is symbolically represented as a mother partridge, which feigns
injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, much in memory of the expression
of Jesus’ sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! How often would I
have sheltered you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but you would not have it
so.“ (Luke 13:34)
HYMN #275 - “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” vss. 1 & 4 (Printed on page 7.)
THE SECOND DAY OF CHRISTMAS
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
For the Second Day of Christmas, two turtledoves represent the Holy Scriptures: both the
New Testament and the Old Testament. God’s word containing prophecy, fulfillment, and
meaning for our lives is spread before us to give us guidance and comfort. It aids us
through life’s challenges, joys and sorrows. We are a creation of people meant to tell the
story of God to the world. The tiny turtledove has become forever identified with peace.
The first sign of the dove was the return to Noah’s ark carrying a freshly plucked olive
leaf, the sign that peace between God and man had returned to the earth, to the new
peace, Jesus Christ. It is used worldwide as a sign of man’s striving for total peace. God
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gives us word of this peace in the Holy Scriptures. Again and again in the Old and New
Testaments, we read of the prophecy and plan of God and of the fulfillment of that plan.
The constant call in scripture is to review the past and look forward with anticipation to
the glorious future that is in store for each of us.
HYMN #272 - “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” vss. 1 & 3 (Printed on page 8.)
THE THIRD DAY OF CHRISTMAS
VIRTUES
For the Third Day of Christmas, there are three French hens representing the three
theological virtues: “These three remain, Faith, Hope and Love…” Even as the Christmas
gifts are all unwrapped, the paper and the ribbons are cleared away, and we stash the
decorations for another year, this is what remains with us. Hope that stirs strongly. Each
day is slightly longer now. There is hope for the return of bright, sunny mornings and
late summer evenings. Soon it will be time to begin planting seeds. Now, we open the new
calendars and begin to write on them. The days spread out before us and hope springs
forth: hope that this year, things will be different. Should we make resolutions? Perhaps.
Realistic goals? The chance to re-examine our lives and the priorities of life. Hope and
Joy come together and provide breathtaking views as our spirits once more soar above
reality that is sometimes harsh. Faith lets us relax and enjoy the ride. And Love is so
evident in the patience of God as He guides us gently on to become the persons He wants
us to be.
HYMN #292 - “Love Has Come” (Printed on page 9.)
THE FOURTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
THE GOSPELS
For the Fourth Day of Christmas, what do we find? The four gospel writers who are four
calling birds indeed! Four mighty evangelists, telling the wondrous account of Jesus
Christ. His life and His words are so precious. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are the
outliners of Jesus Christ and His precious life: The greatest of all majesty, profoundly
recorded, and forever alive in the Gospels of our Scripture. Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, different men, with a different emphasis in each Gospel, but the same wonderful
foundation for our faith.
Hymn #276 – “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” vs. 1 (Printed on Page 10.)

THE FIFTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
PENTATEUCH
For the Fifth Day of Christmas, there are Five Golden Rings. The true ancestry of our
scriptures. The five books of the Bible that reveal to us the history of man’s fall from
grace, and the law by which God’s people are to live. These are the first five books of the
Old Testament, also called the “Pentateuch”: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy. These five books tell of both the bitter and the sweet, outlining
humankind’s failures, of course, and God’s response of grace in the creation of a people
who are to be a light to the world.
HYMN #295 – “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” vss. 1, 3, & 5 (Printed on page 11.)
THE SIXTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
CREATION
For the Sixth Day of Christmas, we are reminded of the six days of creation. The creation
confesses God as creator and sustainer of the world. Six geese a-laying, represent bringing
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new life into the world. God, in his infinite love, created our world, the order of nature,
the beauty and all awe-inspiring things around us. God created humans, ourselves and
our ability to look around us. God created us to appreciate the beauty and perfection in
the rest of creation. The world and all that is in it was created for us by a loving, gracious
God.
HYMN #282 – “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” vss. 1 & 2 (Printed on page 12.)
THE SEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
For the Seventh Day of Christmas, we have seven swans a-swimming. The seven swans
represent the seven specific gifts of the Holy Spirit. God did not leave his creation to
struggle without help. He sent Jesus Christ to rescue us from darkness. He sent His Holy
Spirit with gifts for all people! Some gifts are given to one and some to another, yet all
working in tandem for the good of all humanity as well as for the good of all creation.
Jesus, like the swans a-swimming, brought these spiritual gifts to make things move - to
drive things forward. These seven gifts, we are told, are given as they are needed to be
used for the good of all. Sometimes it takes a little detective work to figure out our own
personal gifts, but they are there, given and nourished by God. What are the seven gifts?
They are: Prophecy, Ministry, Teaching, Exhortation, Giving, Leading, and Compassion.
(Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:8-11)
OFFERING PRESENTATION HYMN – “Angels We Have Heard on High” Kelly, Kari, and
Linda Capener
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray:
Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the
work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your
benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
THE EIGHTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
BEATITUDES
For the Eighth Day of Christmas, the eight maids a-milking represent the eight beatitudes
presented to us by Jesus Christ Himself in the Sermon on the Mount. These are, Jesus
says, the blessings of God for the people of God. Who is truly blessed? Matthew 5 makes
that quite clear: Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers,
and those who are persecuted for righteousness sake. Blessed are all these people, who
live in the love of the Lord. Blessed are each of us who strive for the qualities of humanity
and the spiritual gifts that bless us in our lives.
HYMN #274 – “On Christmas Night” (Printed on page 13.)

THE NINTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
For the Ninth Day of Christmas, there are nine ladies dancing. Ah, here are the fruits of
the Holy Spirit. The very things that, indeed, make us dance in life. They make us come
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truly alive. The nine specific fruits of the spirit are recorded in the book of Galatians, the
fifth chapter. They are: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness,
Gentleness, and Self-Control. These are the fruits of the searching soul. They are the
fruits of the grace of God. They are the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23)
HYMN ACS #913 – “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” (Printed on page 14.)
THE TENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
For the Tenth Day of Christmas, we find ten lords a-leaping. What concept is this? Well,
what makes the world of God leap into action? What is it in our faith that holds us fast to
the will of God? The Ten Commandments do. It’s always good to review: 1. You shall have
no other gods before me. 2. Do not take God’s name in vain. 3. Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy. 4. Honor your father and your mother. 5. Do not murder. 6. Do not
commit adultery. 7. Do not steal. 8. Do not bear false witness. 9. Do not covet your
neighbor’s house. 10. Do not covet your neighbor’s family or belongings. These Ten
Commandments, given to Moses on Mount Sinai, were and are the foundation for a Godly
pattern of living.
HYMN #269 – “Once in Royal David’s City” vss. 1 & 2 (Printed on page 14.)
THE ELEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
THE FAITHFUL APOSTLES
For the Eleventh Day of Christmas, there are eleven pipers piping. Who were the pipers
piping? Well, they are those 11 faithful apostles. The disciples who listened to our Lord,
who followed his commands, who spread the word throughout the world. They are
recorded in Luke, Matthew, and in the book of Romans. These apostles are spread
throughout history. They are Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James bar Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Thaddaeus. (Not Judas
Iscariot who betrayed Jesus to the Romans!). Eleven Pipers Piping! (Matthew 10:2-4)
HYMN #286 – “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” vss. 1 & 4 (Printed on page 15.)
THE TWELFTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS
APOSTLES’ CREED
For the Twelfth Day of Christmas, there is one final gift, the twelve drummers drumming.
That which beats on and on for generations and throughout history. It is solid,
continually beneath all things, holding the foundational elements of our faith. We repeat
these “drummers” each time we say the Apostles’ Creed. The Apostles’ Creed has 12
points of doctrine that are central to our faith. Let us join together in professing our faith
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
APOSTLES’ CREED
1. I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
2. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
3. I believe He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin
Mary.
4. I believe He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
5. I believe He descended to the dead and on the third day He rose again.
6. I believe He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
7. I believe He will come to judge the living and the dead.
8. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
9. I believe in the holy catholic church and the communion of saints,
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10. I believe in the forgiveness of sins,
11. I believe in the resurrection of the body,
12. I believe in the life everlasting.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
Pastor Sue will lead you when to open the communion cup package.
SHARING THE MEAL
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive the
sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Welcome!
The Body of Christ given to you. (Please eat the wafer from the top of the communion cup.)
The Blood of Christ shed for you. (Please drink the juice/wine from the bottom of the
communion cup.)
PASTORAL BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in His grace.
Amen.
BLESSING
L:
Let us bless the Lord.
C:
Thanks be to God.
L:
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joys of the
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the
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C:

peace of the Christ child. May the Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless
you now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN #290 – “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (Printed on page 15.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual
License #A-709334.

Today’s Usher Teams
9 am

Team Campbell

HYMN #275 -

vss. 1 & 4
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HYMN #272 -

vss. 1 & 3

Next Sunday’s Services

Next Sunday, January 2 , will see the return of two worship services at the normal times
of 8 am and 10:30 am. Adult Bible Study and Sunday School are on Christmas Break and
will resume January 9th at 9:15 am.
nd
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HYMN #292 -

Altar Flowers
Are you celebrating a special birthday or anniversary this year? Maybe you’d like to honor
a loved one. If you would like to share your celebration or memorial with us, please sign
up on the new 2022 flower chart in the Narthex to provide flowers for the altar.
Thank you!
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The Twelve Days of Christmas
On the First Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Second Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Two turtledoves, and a
partridge in a pear tree.

On the Third Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Three French hens, two
turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Fourth Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Four calling birds, three French
hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Fifth Day of Christmas my true love gave to me, Five golden rings, four calling
birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Sixth Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Six geese a-laying, five golden
rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear
tree.
On the Seventh Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Seven swans a-swimming, six
geese a-laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Eighth Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Eight maids a-milking, seven
swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, Five golden rings, four calling birds, three French
hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Ninth Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Nine ladies dancing, eight maids
a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, five golden rings, four calling
birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Tenth Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Ten lords a-leaping, nine ladies
dancing, eight maids a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, five golden
rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear
tree.
On the Eleventh Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Eleven pipers piping, ten
lords a-leaping, nine ladies dancing, eight maids a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six
geese a-laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three French hens, two turtledoves,
and a partridge in a pear tree.
On the Twelfth Day of Christmas, my true love gave to me, Twelve Drummers drumming,
eleven pipers piping, ten lords a-leaping, nine ladies dancing, eight maids a-milking,
seven swans a-swimming, six geese a-laying, five golden rings, four calling birds, three
French hens, two turtledoves, and a partridge in a pear tree.
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