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January 2, 2022 – Second Sunday of Christmas
Note: All hymns are printed in the back of the bulletin.
PRELUDE – “O Sanctissima” arr. Bish
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN #268 – “From Heaven Above” vss. 1-3 (Printed on page 8.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I
have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved my neighbors as myself.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me,
and lead me, so that I may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
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HYMN OF PRAISE #288 -

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING – Jeremiah 31:7-14
7
Thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the
remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and
gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I
have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say,
“He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 11For
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the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over
the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of
the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall
never languish again. 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young
men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them,
and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my
people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING – Psalm 147:12-20
12
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 13For he strengthens the bars
of your gates; he blesses your children within you. 14He grants peace within your
borders; he fills you with the finest of wheat. 15He sends out his command to the
earth; his word runs swiftly. 16He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.
17
He hurls down hail like crumbs — who can stand before his cold? 18He sends out his
word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 19He declares his
word to Jacob, his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 20He has not dealt thus with any
other nation; they do not know his ordinances. Praise the LORD!
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.)

This is the good news according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – John 1:1-18
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2
He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without
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him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
12
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out,
"This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has
made him known.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN THE DAY #295 – “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Printed on page 9.)
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our attention
to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your church a
place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up today
to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and deepen
our care for your natural world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and peoples
to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities have
been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating the
adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with
infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this
congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As
the seasons and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service. Lead us in your grace
until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
Pastor Sue will lead you when to open the communion cup package.

SHARING THE MEAL
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive the
sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Welcome!
The Body of Christ given to you. (Please eat the wafer from the top of the communion
cup.)
The Blood of Christ shed for you. (Please drink the juice/wine from the bottom of the
communion cup.)
PASTORAL BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with
all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #289 – “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Printed on page 10.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front.
Postlude – “Angels We Have Heard On High” arr. Bish
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Today’s Usher Teams
8 am
Team Reigstad
10:30 am Team Ringhand
Today’s Scripture Readers
8 am
Beth Erickson
10:30 am Loletia Rear

OPENING HYMN #268 –

vss. 1-3

8

HYMN THE DAY #295 –
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SENDING HYMN #289 –

Scripture Readers Needed
Our members who volunteer to read add to the feeling of community in our worship
services. The readers choose the Sundays and service times to read. They are then
sent the scripture lessons a few days in advance. We need a few more volunteers!
Please email office@christlutherandeforest.org or call 608-846-4718.Thank you!

Sunday School Resumes
Sunday School resumes next Sunday, January 9th, at 9:15 am. Get your children ready
for some New Testament Bible stories, service projects, and more fun learning about
Jesus!
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