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PRELUDE – Sounds of the Season
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING LITANY
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who lived in the land of deep darkness, on them the light has shined.
We have beheld the glory of the Christ child, glory as of the only Son from the
Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
And He is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
To us is born this day a Savior, Jesus Christ Our Lord.
In Him is life and the light of all people.
OPENING HYMN #283 – “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Printed on page 11.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Love from the beginning, Word made flesh,
Breath of heaven. Amen.
Let us confess our sins before God and one another, trusting in God’s endless mercy
and love.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
I confess that I am not perfect. I have said and done things I regret. I have tried
to earn your redeeming grace, while denying it to others. I have resisted your call
to be your voice in the world. Forgive me, loving God. Give me your righteousness,
the strength to put aside our failures, and the courage to try again. Amen.
Dear people of God, hear the good news: Christ the Savior is born! You are loved and
forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus, who has come among us. Rejoice in this love and
share it with the world. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE #270 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Printed on page 8.)
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus ’presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of His glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
BELL SOLO – “Christmas Bell Medley” – arr. Anderson - Anne Emerson
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE STORY OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS OUR SAVIOR
READING - Luke 1:26-38
26
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said
to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with
God." 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.
SOLO ACS #906 – “No Wind at the Window” – Linda Capener
READING - Matthew 1:18-25
18
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet:
23
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his
wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus.
HYMN #269 – “Once in Royal David’s City” (Printed on page 7.)
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READING - Luke 2:1-7
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.
CHOIR ANTHEM – “Manger Lullaby” Schram
READING – Luke 2:8-20
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
14
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.
HYMN #300 – “The First Noel” vss. 1-2 (Printed on page 12.)
READING - Matthew 2:1-12
1
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
6
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
7
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
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ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.
HYMN #300 – “The First Noel” vss. 3-5 (Printed on page 12.)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #279 - “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Printed on page 9.)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING
HYMN # 271 – “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” vs.1 (Printed on page 7.)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION - In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, He
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung to the tune of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”)
Our Lord who came on this blessed night; Most Holy be your name.
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth in heaven the same.
Give us this day the food we need; forgiven may be we;
Into temptation do not lead; from evil set us free.
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Yours is the Kingdom, unto you; in grateful love we bow.
And yours the power, Lord, let us view, your mighty presence now.
The glory yours; your praise be sung, by angels, women, and men.
In every land, by every tongue. Forevermore. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
Pastor Sue will lead you when to open the communion cup package.
HYMN #289 – “Angels We Have Heard on High” vs. 1
Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864

SHARING THE MEAL
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive the
sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Welcome!
The Body of Christ given to you. (Please eat the wafer from the top of the communion
cup.)
The Blood of Christ shed for you. (Please drink the juice/wine from the bottom of the
communion cup.)
PASTORAL BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with
all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY
READING – John 1:1-5
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
HYMN #281 – “Silent Night, Holy Night” (Printed on page 10.)
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #267 - “Joy to the World” (Printed on page 6.)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the newborn King
Thanks be to God.
Postlude – Improv of ‘Antioch’
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Thank You Musicians
Thank you Anne Emerson and Linda Capener for your solos, all the bell ringers for your
joyful sounds, and the Senior Choir for your beautiful voices. We are very grateful for
your music ministries.

December 26th Service
Just a reminder that there will only be one service at 9am on Sunday. Have a very
Merry Christmas!
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