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July 4, 2021 – Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Note: All hymns are printed in the back of the bulletin.
PRELUDE – “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” arr. Bish
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING LINTANY
On July 4, 1776, our forebears bravely advanced the cause of freedom and liberty by
declaring this nation’s independence and sovereignty and that all citizens possessed
the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It is appropriate
therefore, as we celebrate our nation’s 245th birthday that we give thanks to God our
Creator for our liberties and pray for continued blessings upon our country, our
government, and all our fellow citizens. And so we gather this morning appreciating
our freedom to worship God.
May God continue to bless the church of Jesus Christ in this land.
We draw near to God who rules over all nations.
May God continue to bless our country and all the countries in the world.
We seek to live in harmony and peace together with all the people of the earth.
May God continue to establish peace on earth and help us understand that it begins
in our own hearts.
OPENING HYMN #813– “Faith of Our Fathers” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.
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Most merciful God,
I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I
have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved my neighbors as myself.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me,
and lead me, so that I may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord of all the worlds, guide this nation by your Holy Spirit to go forward in justice
and freedom. Give to all our people the blessings of well-being and harmony, but
above all things give us faith in you, that our nation may bring glory to your name
and blessings to all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING – Ezekiel 2:1-5
1
A voice said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2And
when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him
speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a
nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have
transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn.
I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.”
5
Whether they hear or refuse to hear for they are a rebellious house, they shall know
that there has been a prophet among them.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING – Psalm 145:8-14
8
The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. 9LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 10All your
works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 11They shall tell
of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 12that all people may know of
your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13Your kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. You, LORD, are
faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 14The Lord upholds all those
who fall and lifts up those who | are bowed down.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.)

This is the good news according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – Mark 6:1-13
1
Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he began
to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where
did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds
of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without
honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.”
5
And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick
people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to
send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He
ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no
money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to
them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place
will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that
is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all
should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were
sick and cured them.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ACS#1000 - “God’s Work, Our Hands” (Printed in the back of the
bulletin.)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (written by Rev. Rick Morley)
As we remember the birth of our nation, and the gifts of life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness, let us offer our thanks and praise to God, the giver of all good gifts.
For the women and men who braved the long journey by sea to come to this new world.
For the tribes and nations who inhabited this land for generation upon generation. For
men and women who dreamed of and fought for, a free nation.
We thank you, Lord.
For the men and women who laid the foundation of our democracy, and who pledged
liberty and justice for all. For those who built this country brick by brick, road by road,
and town by town. For the brave soldiers who have fought for our country, for all who
paid for our freedom by their service, and for those who paid by their sacrifice.
We thank you, Lord.
For the innovators and artists, poets and teachers, farmers and factory workers; for
teachers and technicians; for all who labor and provide for the common good. For this
land, with its peaks and valleys; coasts and deserts; fields and meadows. For our own
community, for those who came before us in this place, and for our neighbors near and
far.
We thank you, Lord.
Lord, we pray for the United States of America that we might always be a nation which
defends and promotes liberty and freedom, truth and justice for all. That we might
always be a nation where all are free to worship and pray.
We thank you, Lord.
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That we might be a beacon of freedom to all those who live under the shadow of terror
and hopelessness. That those who are elected to govern and lead, would be guided by
You, and be ever aware of the trust that has been give them. That we would be a people
who repent from their sins, and who always return to You and to Your grace.
We thank you, Lord.
Gracious God, Lord of all nations, bless and defend us and our land; prosper the work
of our hands, and increase in us your grace and compassion, and our offerings of
thanks to You, our Rock and our Salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
Pastor Sue will lead you when to open the communion cup package.
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SHARING THE MEAL
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive the
sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Welcome!
The Body of Christ given to you. (Please eat the wafer from the top of the communion
cup.)
The Blood of Christ shed for you. (Please drink the juice/wine from the bottom of the
communion cup.)
PASTORAL BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with
your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #888 – “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies America the Beautiful”
(Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front.
Postlude – “Materna” – Franks
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577. New Revised Standard
Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Altar Flowers
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OPENING HYMN #813 – “Faith of Our Fathers”
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HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1000 - “God’s Work, Our Hands”
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SENDING HYMN #888 – “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies America the Beautiful”

Today’s Scripture Reader
Nora Geach
Today’s Usher Team
Team Campbell
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