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March 14, 2021 – 4th Sunday in Lent
Note: All hymns are printed in the back of the bulletin.
PRELUDE – “Lord Jesus, Think On Me” - Chersview
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN #660 – “Lift High the Cross” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over me. My sin is heavy, and I long
to be free. Rebuild what I have ruined and mend what I have torn. Wash me in your
cleansing flood. Make me alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as a healer
and restorer of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world
and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our
deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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EXTINGUSHING OF LENTEN CANDLE
Hymn #814

FIRST READING – Numbers 21:4-9
4
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD
sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many
Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking
against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.”
So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous
serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So
Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
LENTEN VERSE (Please stand and sing.)
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This is the good news according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – John 3:14-21
Jesus said: 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light,
so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #604 - “O Christ, Our Hope” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence.
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You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of
the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global
partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness
areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of
crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and
drought. Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Lord, in your
mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that
we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children,
and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the
way seems long. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for
all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your
promises. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again,
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Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the Lord’s Supper, for all is now ready.
Pastor Sue will lead you when to open the communion cup package.

SHARING THE MEAL
All are welcome to receive the Real Presence of Christ in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. You do not need to be a member of this church or a Lutheran to receive the
sacrament. We do ask that you desire a relationship with Jesus Christ. Welcome!
The Body of Christ given to you. (Please eat the wafer from the top of the communion
cup.)

5

The Blood of Christ shed for you. (Please drink the juice/wine from the bottom of the
communion cup.)
PASTORAL BLESSING
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have
been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these
gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the
giver of abundant life. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #666 – “What Wondrous Love Is This” (Printed in the back of the
bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front.
Postlude – “Cricifer” - Holloway
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Communion Cups
We will be celebrating communion during Sunday Lent services. We have new, easier-toopen cups with wine or grape juice, and a gluten free option, as well. If you would like to
have one of the individual communion cups from the Church and join us for the on-line
service, please call the church office at 846-4718 to arrange how you can receive one.
Lenten Services
Weekly Wednesday evening services will be offered on-line on YouTube only. There
will likely be two Palm Sunday services at 8am and 9:30 am, one of which will later be
posted on YouTube. The Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be held inperson and later posted on YouTube for those that can’t attend. There will be two or
three Easter services, with one of them posted on YouTube as well. Service times will
be decided in early March. Watch the bulletin, websites, and Door Post for updates.

Register On-line for Services
There will be only one service at 9 am each Sunday. Due to the social distancing
restrictions, we are only able to have 60 people at each service. You can sign up to
reserve your spot by using the Sign-up link on website on the Worship page. You may
also call the office at 846-4718, if you would like the office staff to help you. If you
want to sign up and find that the service times are filled, please let the office know.
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OPENING HYMN #660 – “Lift High the Cross”

Today’s Users Team
Team Registad
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HYMN OF THE DAY #604 - “O Christ our Hope”

8

SENDING HYMN #796 – “What Wondrous Love Is This”
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We are still following CDC and Dane County requirements.
Remember that face masks are required for in-person worship. They may be removed
during Communion, but should be on for the rest of the service.
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