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PRELUDE – Prelude on “Of the Father’s Love Begotten’”
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN #296 – “What Child Is This” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.
Most merciful God,
I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot free myself. I have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I
have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved my neighbors as myself.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me,
and lead me, so that I may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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READING – Jeremiah 31:7-14
7
For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the
remnant of Israel." 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather
them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those
with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With
weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them
walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have
become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10Hear the word of the LORD, O
nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 11For the LORD has ransomed
Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They shall come and
sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the
LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the
herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them
gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be
satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.)

This is the good news according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – John 1:1-18
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without
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him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full
of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said,
'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 16From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God
the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #295 - “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (Printed in the back of
the bulletin.)
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth.
Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or
despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your
glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the
ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to
wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world
around us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in
positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities.
Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or
defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak
and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation
to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy
words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one another. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith. With
all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all
together in your mercy. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,|
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #270 - “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” (Printed in the back of the
bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE – “Improv on ‘Mendelssohn’”
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Christ Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 7, 2021
(following the church service)
Please watch future bulletins and the website for report and meeting information.

Ushers Needed
We would love to add some new faces to our usher teams. If you would be available one
Sunday monthly, please email or call the office and we will forward your information on
to the Usher Committee. Thank you!!

Christmas Pageant
Visit the church’s YouTube channel to view the virtual Christmas Pageant “Do Not Be
Afraid.” It was recorded with families from our congregation. It will make you smile!
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OPENING HYMN #296 – “What Child Is This”
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HYMN OF THE DAY #295 - “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
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SENDING HYMN #270 - “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”
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