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PRELUDE – “Prelude on ‘In Dulci Jubilo’”
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Come all who are weary
of wealth, of poverty, of power, of struggle, of division.
Come all who are heavy-laden
with too much, with too little, with anxiety, with fear, with anger.
Come all who have hope
for liberation, for peace, for freedom, for the kingdom of God.
On this New Year’s Eve, we are grateful for God’s words.
“I am making all things new.” Amen.
OPENING HYMN WOV#638 – “Holy Child within the Manger” (Printed in the back of
the bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Love from the beginning, Word made flesh,
Breath of heaven. Amen.

At the turn of the year, we focus on endings and beginnings, knowing that all the
world’s time begins and ends in God. As we watch and keep vigil for the coming of
God’s justice, let us confess our sinfulness before God and one another, trusting in
God’s endless mercy and love.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we are not perfect. We have said and done things we regret. We
have tried to earn your redeeming grace, while denying it to others. We have
resisted your call to be your voice in the world. Forgive us, loving God. Give us
your righteousness, the strength to put aside our failures, and the courage to try
again. Amen.
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People of God, hear the good news: You are loved and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus,
who has come among us. You are freed from proving that you deserve to be loved,
because God’s love is given to you as the most precious gift of all. As this year comes
to a close, release all that keeps you bound, because God has released its hold on you.
Rejoice in God’s love and share it with the world. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, and through the
events of our lives you bless us with your love. Grant that in the new year we may
know your presence, see your love at work, and live in the light of the event that
gives us joy forever—the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING – Isaiah 43:15-21
15
I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. 16Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17who brings out chariot and
horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished,
quenched like a wick: 18Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of
old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20The wild animals will honor
me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21the people whom I formed for myself so
that they might declare my praise.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
HYMN OF THE DAY #861 - “When Long before Time” (vss.1-2) (Printed in the back
of the bulletin.)
PSALM – Psalm 133
1
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 2It is like the
precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running
down over the collar of his robes. 3It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the
mountains of Zion. For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
HYMN OF THE DAY #861 - “When Long before Time” (vss. 3-4) (Printed in the back
of the bulletin.)
SECOND READING – 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that
way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.)

This is the good news according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – Matthew 2:13-23
13
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up,
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until
the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 16When Herod saw that he had been tricked
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned
from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah: 18"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."
19
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, 20Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who were seeking the child's life are dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home
in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might
be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #861 - “When Long before Time” (vss. 5-6) (Printed in the back
of the bulletin.)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Holy God, at this dawn of a new year, we are gathered together to worship and listen—
listen for your voice calling us to something new.
As this year comes to an end, many of us are weary and worn, overwhelmed and
anxious. This has been a very difficult year and even though we have experienced much
loss and suffering, we are still hopeful and filled with expectation that you are doing a
new thing and we stand ready to be ambassadors of Jesus’ good news for all people.
Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God of wisdom and truth, in the year that has ended, we experienced joy and sorrow;
we felt blessed and we felt challenged. Some things went by much too fast, and many
other things lingered for far too long. Here in this place we are reminded that you are
present through it all. We are reminded that we are never alone and that nothing can
ever separate us from your love. We remember the things from this past year that we
are most thankful for. We recall the moments we were the happiest. We consider the
times we felt most alive. We recognize the times we gave and received the most love.
Silence for Reflection
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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We are grateful, Lord, that you were present in these times. We also remember the
things from this past year that we are least thankful for. Even as we hope and dream of
a better world, even as we make plans to be better people, we are mindful of the
realities that face us right now. So we ask for healing and wholeness for all who are
sick; we seek comfort for those who are grieving; we pray for companionship for those
who are lonely; we pray for those who are without work or homes or food; for those
who long for peace in places of war; for those who cry out for justice for themselves
and others; for those who seek reconciliation from those they are estranged from. We
recall the moments we were the least happy and consider the times we felt life draining
from us. We recognize the times we gave and received the least love.
Silence for Reflection
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We are grateful, Lord, that you were present in those times, too. We are confident, Holy
God, that you will walk with us into this new year. We never know what tomorrow will
bring, but as long as you go with us and ahead of us, we have nothing to fear. Be with
our country and world as we begin to heal from the pandemic. We are grateful to all
doctors, nurses, first responders, health care workers, research doctors, hospital staff,
and all who care for those who contracted Covid. Help us to return to some sort of
normalcy, to be able to gather once again as families and communities, and to greet
one another again. Calm the political climate of this country that we will stand together
as Americans. Heal the deep divisions and bitter hatred that has seeped into the fabric
of our country. Help us to turn to you as the Author and Giver of all life.
Silence for Reflection
O Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Give us grace and courage to live faithfully in this imperfect world. Remind us always
of the promise of your kingdom, emerging around us and through us. It is for this
kingdom that we now pray. . .
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
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SENDING HYMN #282 - “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (Printed in the back of
the bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CACOPHONY OF NOISE
Silence for Reflection
POSTLUDE – “Improv on ‘Carol’”
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Thank You Ringers
The bell ringers for today’s service are Pam Hamele, Beth Erickson, Vicki
Sobczak, and Nora Geach. Thank you for your beautiful Ministry of Music!
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OPENING HYMN WOV#638 – “Holy Child within the Manger”
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HYMN OF THE DAY #861 - “When Long before Time”
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SENDING HYMN #282 - “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
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