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PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN #275 – “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (Printed in the back of
the bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a
dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned
away from your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly and
downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through
our own work, but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who
come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray:
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who
came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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LESSONS AND CAROLS
LESSON – Micah5:2-5a
2
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And
he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the
name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed
as rulers.
CAROL HYMN #292 – “Love Has Come” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
LESSON - Luke 2:1-7
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.
CAROL HYMN #277 – “Away in a Manger” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
LESSON – Luke 2:8-14
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid;
for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!"
CAROL HYMN #268 – “From Heaven Above” (vss, 1-3) (Printed in the back of the
bulletin.)
LESSON – Luke 2:15-19
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart
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CAROL HYMN #300 – “The First Noel” (vss. 1-2) (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
LESSON – Mathew 2:1-12
1
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my
people Israel.'" Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared.
CAROL HYMN #300 – “The First Noel” (vss. 3-5) (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations,
denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your
forgiveness and mercy. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and
gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly
for longer days of awakening and growth. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring
forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of
discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the
common good. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race
with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness Reveal your
power to heal and to save. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon
and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those
in need of income, food, company, or health care. Connect young and old across
generations. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #288 - “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (Printed in the back of the
bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please wait for the Ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front.
Postlude
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334. Permission for “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” granted by Capitol CMG
Publishing, License “1010841, 09/17/20/

Flower Dedication
The flowers on the altar today are provided by Kim and Sue Janovitz in honor of their
50th wedding anniversary on December 19th. Congratulations!
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OPENING HYMN #275 – “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
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CAROL HYMN #292 – “Love Has Come”
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CAROL HYMN #277 – “Away in a Manger”
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CAROL HYMN #268 – “From Heaven Above” (vss, 1-3)
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CAROL HYMN #300 – “The First Noel” (vss. 1-2 & 3-4)
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SENDING HYMN #288 - “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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