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December and Christmas Eve Service Schedule
December 20 - one in-person service at 9:00 am
December 24 — Christmas Eve Worship Services 1:30 pm, 3:00 pm, 4:30
pm and 6:00 pm
You are welcome to sign up for in-house services either on-line through
CLC's webpage or by calling the office. Please keep in mind that Pastor
Sue and the Church Council will be monitoring the cases of COVID in our
communities and will make the final decision on December 17 regarding
in-house services. The decision will be posted on our website and Facebook.
Even if we are not able to celebrate in-person, the services will be recorded and posted for you to watch on YouTube. Please enjoy our weekly services that have been posted on a regular basis.
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Pastor Sue’s Newsletter Article

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being and without Him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in Him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. John 1: 1-5
There’s a “Getting to know you” game called Never Have I Ever. One of the ways
to play this game is to sit or stand in a circle. Then one person says something that
they haven’t done, “Never have I ever gone skydiving.” If you have gone skydiving,
then you lose a point. Then the next person says something they haven’t done “Never
have I ever…” and so on. Each person has ten points to start and when you don’t have
any more points you are out of the game. The last person with points left wins the
game.
Sometimes people will post a Never Have I Ever game on Facebook or Instagram.
You can learn a lot about a person from what they’ve never done. I can honestly say
that Never Have I Ever considered not worshipping in church on Christmas Eve.
Up until last week, I was confident that we would be worshipping in our newly
painted sanctuary, celebrating the birth of Jesus, sharing Holy Communion and singing Silent Night—even if the candles were battery operated. I am deeply conflicted
about offering in-person worship as the cases of Covid rise significantly in our area. I
am also deeply conflicted about not offering in-person worship on Christmas Eve. Never have I ever. . .
And so during this Advent season, I invite you, no, I am pleading with you to
join me in prayer as we all discern how best to honor the birth of our Savior and how
to honor each other’s health as sisters and brothers in the Lord.
Advent is a time of waiting, a time of hoping, and a time of anticipating the coming of our Savior. Advent means “coming or arrival.” We wait and hope for with great
anticipation the coming of Jesus—both as a babe in a manger and at His Second Coming.
But it seems this Advent season, we are also greatly hoping for, waiting for, and
anticipating the arrival of a vaccine that will alleviate the suffering of so many people
and allow our country and our world to return to some sort of normalcy. I long for the
day when we will be able to gather again, without worry or hesitation, with our friends
and family. I long for the day when we will gather in our sanctuary to celebrate all that
was, is, and is to come.
So, please join me in prayer as the Church Council and I discern God’s will for
our congregation during the sacred time of Christ’s birth and know that you are ever
in my heart. A final decision regarding Christmas Eve worship will be announced no
later than December 18th.
The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know
themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look
forward to something greater to come. ~ Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
God’s Abiding Peace,
Pastor Sue Beadle
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Deacon Bonnie’s Blurb
We are quickly approaching the season of Advent. The season of waiting.
I believe we all have “waiting” down pat this year! It feels good to begin a
new liturgical year. We hope the year ahead will be more positive, easier,
than the year we are leaving!
As we prepare to light the advent candle each week, marking the time
through the season, we will sing the hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.
One verse each week. This is a tradition that our congregation has used
for many years. Where does that hymn come from?
Our melody is still in question, although the tone as we sing it has been
around and “findable” as far back as the early 1800s. The words are easier to track. We call these the “O Antiphons”. There are many, many verses. We simply don’t include them all in the hymnal, yet there are 8 verses
present. I have never sung them all together. They historically are meant
to be sung the last week of Advent, one verse a day, leading up to Christmas morning. Our church sings a verse a week, including our basic four.
The words are tracked to the ninth century for sure, and may have been
around a good while before that. Perhaps we are not the only ones in history for whom marking time passing seemed like a worthwhile task!

“O Come, O come, Emmanuel,” Emmanuel means “God With Us” and
comes from ancient Hebrew. Our song (each verse) closes with the refrain: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel”. Even in
this Covid time, even with our limitations, we will sing this with gusto,
one verse each week until we welcome the Christ child on Christmas
morning. Rejoice!

Pillowcases for Children’s Hospital
Hopefully by next March or April we will be able to
gather to make pillowcases again. I look forward to
that. Since we have not been able to get together 9 ladies volunteered to sew, wash and iron in each of their
homes. We completed 275 pillowcases that were recently delivered to the hospital. Thank you to Beth Brining, Rachel Anderson, Vicky Heimbecker, Margaret Hoffmann, Jen Lange, Deb Bursaw,
Shirley Stronach, Rose Haney and myself.

Pam Hamele, Social Ministries
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DIRECTORY UPDATE
We want to thank those of you who came to our Parking Lot pickup on the
7th of November. It certainly was wonderful to see many who I haven’t
seen for quite some time.
We now have another issue. We were shorted by LifeTouch on how many
Directories we were supposed to receive. Until we get this resolved, we are
going to hold off on having another pick-up event. We are trying to get
what we have left out to those who are in the Directory for the 1st time.
Thanks for your patience on this.
Blessings to all,
Tim Thompson
Please consider participating in CLC’s Giving Tree for 2020 by picking a tag from
our Virtual Christmas Tree!
There will be gift tags for boys, girls and elder adults stating their Christmas wishes. Price range is no more than $30.00 per gift tag. You can also donate wrapping paper and gift bags. Our virtual Christmas Tree is located on Sign Up Genius.
Sign Up Genius Link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EABAF22A1F94-clcgiving
Or, go to CLC’s website – www.christlutherandeforest.org
When you select a gift tag, please click on the button to sign up. You will receive an
email with the information from the Gift Tag you chose. Please include a copy of the
email or a separate note with the Gift Tag number along with your name and phone
number with the unwrapped gift when you bring the gift to the church.

For anyone without computer access, please call the office or Pam Hamele for help in
choosing a gift. For those who are not comfortable going out shopping we will accept
monetary donations to help purchase other items that might be needed.
Unwrapped gifts and the tag(s) should be returned to the church
office by noon Monday, December 7th. The church office is closed
on Friday and is normally open Monday-Thursday from 9:00 am to
3:00pm. If you are unable to bring the gift to the church during
office hours, please contact Pam Hamele at 608 215-0382 to make
other arrangements. It is very important to have the gifts returned
by
December 7th because the gifts get to the distribution to the
families later that week.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Pam Hamele or
the church office staff.
Thanks for giving!
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Advent services

Week of December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
Week of December 13
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Week of December 20
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:46b-55
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
Week of December 27
Isaiah 61:10-11, 62:1-3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

will be part of regular
Sunday Worship services

Please register on line for our

Christmas Worship
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:00 pm

New Year’s eve service
Bid Farewell to 2020!
December 31, 2020!

Year End
Contributions
Any monetary
contributions you’d like
to make to Christ Lutheran for 2020
should be in the church office
no later than
Thursday, December 31.
Thank you!

6:00
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Blood Drive
We will be hosting this year’s blood drive Wednesday, December 30th,
from noon - 5pm at Manthe Paulson Farms shop (4083 Manthe Road).
They are requesting everyone has appointments this year and masks will
be required.
Our goal is 52 donations this year!
Feel free to contact Tracy Paulson at
tlmanthe@yahoo.com or 608-279-9650 to set up an appointment.

We will be looking for volunteers and possibly food donations again as
well. We will know more as it gets closer and what regulations are at that
time.

FINANCIAL REPORT for December, 2020 Door Post
Combined General & Building Fund
October, 2020
Actual
Budget
REVENUE
Offerings/Donations/Misc
$ 22,182.15 $ 32,862.33
Thrivent Card Income
Total Revenues
$ 22,182.15 $ 32,862.33
EXPENSES
$
CLC Expenses
$ 30,092.92 $ 32,862.33
Total Expenses
$ 30,092.92 $ 32,862.33
Total Net Income (Loss)
$ (7,910.77) $
Capital Campaign
REVENUE
Offerings/Donations/Misc
$
6,961.00 $
Transfer from Memorial Funds
$ 65,000.00 $
Total Revenues
$ 71,961.00 $
EXPENSES
CLC Expenses
$ 97,300.00 $
Total Expenses
$ 97,300.00 $
Net Income (Loss)
(25,339.00)
Capital Campaign has a beginning balance of $115,087.31
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Year to Date
Actual
Budget
$
$
$

320,865.93 $ 328,623.33
213.90
321,079.83 $ 328,623.33

$
$
$

324,232.75 $ 328,623.33
324,232.75 $ 328,623.33
(3,152.92) $
-

6,250.00
6,250.00

$
$
$

70,138.00 $
65,000.00 $
135,138.00 $

62,500.00
62,500.00

6,250.00
6,250.00
-

$
$
$

148,687.00 $
148,687.00 $
(13,549.00)

62,500.00
62,500.00
-

Christ Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 7, 2020
Following the last worship service
Reports for the Annual report are due in the office
By December 31, 2020

Thank you to all who helped make our Lutefisk, Lefse and Herring sale a success on
Saturday, November 14. Over 60 families placed an order and when they came to pick
up their order, many commented that they were so grateful to be able to get their favorite delicacy this year, since all the area dinners had been canceled.

A special thank you to the following team of workers who helped make this unusual
undertaking a success this year ~
Dan and Kathy Paulson, for placing the orders for the Lutefisk, Herring, and Lefse; David and Beth Erickson, for driving to the Olsen Fish Company in Minneapolis on Tuesday, to pick up 200# of lutefisk and many pails of herring, as well as getting the lefse
from Countryside in Blair on Friday;
Stan and Cathy Nelson, Pam Hamele, and David Erickson, who bottled up 70 pints and
quarts of herring on Thursday;
Burg Andruss for taking care of issues with the dishwasher, as well as sanitizing the
work areas before and after the event;
Dan Paulson, Tim Paulson, and Steve Aime, who watered and salted the lutefisk for
four nights, then trimmed and cut up the fish on Friday night, and weighed and
bagged it all on Saturday morning;

Alice Marohl and Tawni Stenberg for all the communications sent out from the office,
receiving orders and collecting payment, and all the prep work for pick up day;
Deb Bursaw, Pam Hamele, Randy and Beth Brining, Dennis and Sharon Jones, Richard
and Shirley Stronach, and David and Beth Erickson (all properly masked and socially
distant), for the smooth process of putting the orders together and delivering them to
the customers in the Church parking lot.
Again, thank you to all! We are hoping and praying that 2021 will see a return to some
normalcy, including once again hosting our special Lutefisk dinner.
Blessings and joy to everyone during this season of celebrations!

Lutefisk Committee
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the Thanksgiving
Outreach. We donated dinners for 35 families in the community and
15 meals to seniors through the Community Center.

Porchlight
Please consider donating to Porchlight this holiday season. As a
congregation we have supported the Porchlight/Grace meal for
the past 18 years. We look forward to being a part of this
ministry/mission going forward.

Wish List
Gently used or new donations can be dropped off at the South Church Entrance
(Angel Doors). Please call the office in advance so that we can have the doors
open for you to drop off your items. Please drop off your items by December
15th for a Christmas drop off, but we can get items to them later as well.

Hygiene Supplies

Household Items

Cleaning Supplies

Bath Towels

Dish & Laundry Soap

All-Purpose Cleaner

Hand Towels

Brooms & Dust Pans

Disinfectant Wipes

Washcloths

Mops & Buckets

Window & Floor Cleaner

Shampoo

Garbage Cans & Bags

Sponges/Scrubbers

Conditioner

Laundry Baskets

Kitchen & Bathroom Cleaners

Lotion

Twin-Queen Sheet Sets

Kleenex

Soap/Body Wash

Twin-Queen Blankets

Toilet Paper

Shaving Cream

Small Vacuums

Paper Towels

Deodorant
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Christmas Poinsettias
Order Form
We will be decorating our sanctuary with
poinsettias for the celebration of the Christmas Season. We will be accepting contributions for
Christmas wreaths and decorations for the sanctuary. If you would
like to make a contribution for decorations, please complete the form
below and return to the church office by
December 13th for wreaths and sanctuary decorations
along with your payment. Checks should be made payable to
Christ Lutheran Church (CLC).

_________ Amt. enclosed towards wreaths and sanctuary decorations
Given by: ___________________________________________________
In memory of ________________ or In Honor of_______________
_____________________________________________________________
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