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Note: All Hymns are printed in the back of the bulletin.
PRELUDE – “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” Bish
CALL TO WORSHIP - “Flemish Bell Peal”
Handbells rung by Beth Erickson & Mikena Kilbane
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN #835 – “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” (vss. 1-4) (Printed
in the back of the bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Faithful God,
have mercy on me. I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot free myself. I turn
from your loving embrace and go my own way. I pass judgment on others before
examining myself. I place my own needs before those of my neighbors. I keep your
gift of salvation to myself. Make me humble, cast away my transgressions, and turn
me again to life in you through Jesus Christ, my Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven
in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST READING – Genesis 50:15-21
15
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears
a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So
they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they
did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept,
fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them,
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing
today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING – Romans 14:1-12
1
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to
be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced
in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 7We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die,
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and
the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.)

This is the good news according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – John 17:1-8
1
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour
has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this
is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence
before the world existed. 6I have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #608 - “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” (Printed in the back
of the bulletin.)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world;
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and
growth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have
compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and
destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience
and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are
bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and
war. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues
when we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this
congregation a community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues
that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN #543 - “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (Printed in the back of
the bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please wait for the Ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front.
Postlude – “All Creatures” Southwick
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar today are in loving memory of Molly Emerson, given by her
husband, Dick Emerson.
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OPENING HYMN #835 – “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” (vss. 1-4)

Thank You!
A note of thanks goes out to Beth Erickson and her granddaughter, Mikena Kilbane,
for the delightful ringing of the Call to Worship bell peal.
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HYMN OF THE DAY #608 - “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”
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SENDING HYMN #543 - “Go, My Children, with My Blessing

2020 Lutefisk Dinner Cancelled
Christ Lutheran Church will not hold our annual Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner this year. Concerns
about the COVID-19 virus pandemic and wearing face masks would have made it impossible
for us to safely serve our traditional family style dinner in the Fellowship Hall. Typical
preparation of rutabagas, meatballs, and coleslaw would also have been very difficult, with
social distance requirements. The health and safety of our volunteers and attendees is our first
priority.
In place of our traditional dinner this year, CLC will hold a fund raiser selling lutefisk, Christ
Lutheran-prepared and ready to cook; lefse and herring. See the order form on the website for
more details. Orders with payment must be received no later than Oct 10 with Nov 14 pick-up.
If conditions allow, Christ Lutheran Church once again plans to hold its Lutefisk & Meatball
Dinner in 2021, the second Saturday in November.
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