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PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN #836 – “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (Printed in the back of the
bulletin.)
PASTORAL GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Faithful God,
have mercy on me. I confess that I am captive to sin and cannot free myself. I turn
from your loving embrace and go my own way. I pass judgment on others before
examining myself. I place my own needs before those of my neighbors. I keep your
gift of salvation to myself. Make me humble, cast away my transgressions, and turn
me again to life in you through Jesus Christ, my Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven
in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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FIRST READING – Ezekiel 33:7-11
7
So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked,
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at
your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your
life. 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING – Romans 13:8-10

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”;
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love
is the fulfilling of the law.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand and sing.)
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This is the good news according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL – Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and
a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #604 - “O Christ, Our Hope” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
NICENE CREED
We believe in one GOD,
the father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
True God from True God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships;
guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches.
We pray for our South Central Synod and our new bishop, Joy Mortensen-Wiebe. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted
to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or
pollution. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace
and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators,
civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and
those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the
outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to
ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through
our work. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us pray for God’s kingdom to come here, now and forever:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
HYMN OF THE DAY #731 - “Earth and All Stars” (Printed in the back of the bulletin.)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. And serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please wait for the Ushers to dismiss you from the back to the front.
Postlude
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS001577. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. One License.net. Annual License #A-709334.

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar today are provided by Jim and Anne Emerson in celebration of
their 19th wedding anniversary. Congratulations!
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